

                              April 6, 2011
REGULAR MEETING OF THE MUSCONETCONG SEWERAGE AUTHORITY
                      Chairman Rattner called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.  Following salute to colors, announcement was made that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided for as defined by the “Open Public Meetings Act”.  

MEMBERS PRESENT:
James Benson, David Hoyt, John Kieser, 
Patrick Kunkel, Melanie Michetti, Daren Phil, 
Steven Rattner, Edward Schwartz, John Sylvester.
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Donald Bates, Michael Pucilowski, Joseph Schwab.





OTHERS PRESENT:
David Biasi, Larry Kron, Esq., Lee Purcell,

James Schilling.


Motion made by Mr. Kieser, seconded by Mr. Phil and the affirmative roll call vote of members present for the commissioners to go into closed session at 7:38 PM:

                             WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (b) 

(1-9) permits the exclusion of the public from meeting in certain circumstances;

WHEREAS, the Commissioners of the Musconetcong Sewerage

Authority is of the opinion that such circumstances exist.           



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commissioners of the Musconetcong Sewerage Authority as follows:

1.
The public shall be excluded from discussion of, action on and hearing the tape of closed session of the Musconetcong Sewerage Authority;


2.
The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows:




Personnel



The above subject matter will be made public as soon therefore as it is deemed to be in the public interest.


Chairman Rattner re-opened the meeting at 8:00 PM.

              
Mr. Kieser, seconded by Mr. Phil offered a motion to retain the services of 
James Schilling as Director pursuant to the terms as discussed in closed session: Date to begin work 
April 18, 2011; base yearly salary $84,000.00 with a base yearly salary increase of $4,000.00 upon receipt of S-4 license and a base yearly salary increase of $4,000.00 upon receipt of C-3 license; 2 weeks vacation for year 2011, 4 weeks vacation for year 2012; all other benefits as outlined in the Employee Handbook.  Motion carried by the affirmative roll call vote of members present.  The attorney will draft a proposed letter to Mr. Schilling setting forth the terms of the MSA appointment of him as Director in conformance with what was discussed in the closed session and Chairman Rattner will sign said letter and Mr. Schilling will co-sign the letter and will be authorized to proceed.

Chairman Rattner opened and closed the meeting to the public.



March 3, 2011 Regular Meeting Minutes were approved on a motion offered by
 Mr. Sylvester, seconded by Mr. Kunkel and the affirmative vote of members present. 
           The Expenditures/Treasurer’s Report was accepted on a motion offered by

Mr. Hoyt seconded by Mr. Sylvester and the affirmative roll call vote of members present.           
                        Pending Vouchers were approved for payment on a motion offered by Mr. Kunkel, seconded by Mr. Benson and the affirmative roll call vote of members present.


	CONSTRUCTION ACCT
	

	National Water Main Cleaning 
	$43,335.10 

	Nusbaum, Stein 
	$2,310.00 

	Lee T. Purcell Assoc. 
	$17,398.30 

	OPERATING ACCOUNT
	

	ADP 
	$653.92 

	ATS Environmental Services 
	$350.00 

	Scott Allen 
	$148.92 

	David Biasi 
	$138.93 

	Cintas Corp. 
	$770.24 

	FedEx
	$50.46 

	Grainger 
	$394.53 

	Hess 
	$59,386.83 

	Hess 
	$7,943.20 

	Hess 
	$417.42 

	J C P & L
	$18,200.77 

	J W Topping & Assoc 
	$1,081.00 

	Kemira Water Solutions 
	$4,407.14 

	John Kieser 
	$36.96 

	McMaster Carr 
	$1,070.34 

	Miselly Paper Products 
	$157.60 

	NJ American Water 
	$573.66 

	NJSHBP 
	$14,409.85 

	NJ Utility Authorities JIF 
	$51,752.34 

	NJWEA 
	$373.00 

	Netcong Hardware 
	$17.62 

	Northwest Industrial Tech 
	$5,093.45 

	Nusbaum, Stein 
	$3,727.48 

	One Call Concepts
	$3.21 

	Parkhurst Distributing Co 
	$3,026.10 

	Passaic Valley SC 
	$55,040.00 

	Pegasus Electric Motors 
	$1,590.00 

	PERS 
	$68,434.00 

	Polydyne 
	$5,886.00 

	Lee T. Purcell Assoc. 
	$7,200.00 

	QC Laboratories
	$119.00 

	Quill 
	$154.87 

	R D Trucking 
	$25,984.00 

	Roxbury Twp Water Dept 
	$126.00 

	Shell Fleet Plus 
	$452.20 

	Martha Soccio 
	$272.98 

	Martha Soccio 
	$118.11 

	Robert Still 
	$109.99 

	Suburban Propane
	$2,365.18 

	Treas. State of NJ 
	$855.00 

	Treas. State of NJ 
	$800.00 

	Treas. State of NJ 
	$16,013.81 

	UNUM Life Ins. 
	$1,387.01 

	USA Bluebook 
	$2,384.11 

	Verizon Communications
	$49.99 

	Verizon
	$597.71 

	Waste Management of NJ 
	$544.32 

	Water Env Fed 
	$556.00 

	Water Env Fed 
	$316.00 


            The following correspondence was received and filed on a motion offered by 

Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Mr. Sylvester and the affirmative vote of members present. 




A. 03/01/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – Contract 230



B. 03/03/2011

NJDEP – One Year Extension TWA Mt. Olive Active Adult



C. 03/07/2011

NJDEP – One Year Extension TWA ITC West



D. 03/09/2011

NJDEP – One Year Extension TWA Mt. Olive Active Adult PS



E. 03/10/2011

M. O’Donnell – Mt. Arlington Easement



F. 03/10/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – NJPDES Permit



G. 03/10/2011

LTPA – Engineering Appointment



H. 03/10/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – Contract 235 Rev



I.  03/11/2011

Najarian Assoc. – Proposal for Permit Appeal



J.  03/15/2011

LTPA – Contract 235 Rev



K. 03/17/2011

LTPA – Contract 220



L. 03/19/2011

M. O’Donnell – Mt. Arlington Easement



N.  03/23/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – Estimated Legal Fees



O.  03/23/2011

NJDEP – Extension of Public Comment Period



P.  03/24/2011

LTPA – Contract 230



Q.  03/28/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – Draft Permit Conditions



R.  03/28/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – Rebuttal to MSA Permit



S.  03/28/2011

NJDEP – Authorization to Award Contract 235 REV



T. 03/28/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – Contract 225


U. 03/28/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – Renewal Permit Action



V. 03/28/2011

NJDEP – Inspection



W. 03/29/2011

LTPA – Contract 235 REV


 
X.  03/31/2011

LTPA – Contract 235 REV



Y.  03/31/2011

Najarian – Monitoring Report



Z.  03/31/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – Contract 235 REV


            AA  03/31/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – Contract 220


            BB  04/01/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – Contract 220


            CC  04/01/2011

L. Kron, Esq. – Permit Action


            DD 04/01/2011

AEA April Update

                      Mr. Biasi is following up with the appropriate agencies on the damage to a motorist’s truck when it drove over a manhole that had recently been inspected by National Water Main. Monthly Repairs & Maintenance Report was accepted on a motion offered by Mrs. Michetti, seconded by Mr. Hoyt and the affirmative vote of members present.          

                         Chairman Rattner noted that the Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board has had different metering stations installed on different parts of the river and that they use volunteers who are trained and approved by the State and that NJDEP accepts this data.  This could be a considerable cost savings.  Chairman Rattner recommends a letter be transmitted to the municipalities and legislators to identify the cost of appealing the Draft Permit and include the estimated capital costs for upgrading the treatment plant.  The Commissioners expressed their concerns for their municipalities and requested that the draft letter be made available to them prior to transmittal. Mr. Purcell is preparing a preliminary engineering report and outline that will identify the additional treatment costs to meet the Draft NJPDES Permit requirements.  Mr. Kron will need the preliminary engineering outline for the mediation with the Office of Dispute Resolution. A formal appeal with NJDEP will require a more detailed engineering report of the upgrade of the treatment plant. Commissioner Kieser is concerned about spending hundreds of thousands of dollars for engineering reports and stream studies addressing the claim by NJDEP and would like to follow the political route and focus on a letter and meeting at the local and state levels, including NJDEP and the Governor.  He also recommends that the Authority collaborate with other treatment facilities that have been requested to meet the 0.1 mg/l of total phosphorus criteria.  Mr. Kron agrees that all of the municipalities should be kept apprised of what is happening, a letter be sent (with attachments of what has been done by the MSA) and to schedule an informational public meeting. 


Mr. Purcell updated the Authority on the 5 Priority Projects and the status of the NJEIT Payment Requests. Contract 240 is 98% complete and the Contractor will prepare a cost estimate for the repairs of the interceptors.  The Engineer’s Report was accepted on a motion offered by Mrs. Michetti seconded by Mr. Kunkel and the affirmative vote of members present. 


Res. No. 11-09 Award of Professional Service – Spillane (Alternate Engineer) will be tabled until further notice on a motion offered by Mr. Phil, seconded by Mr. Hoyt and the affirmative roll call vote of members present.

                        Res. No. 11-17 Awarding of Contract for Professional Services to Najarian Assoc. was moved by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Mr. Sylvester and the affirmative roll call vote of members present.
RESOLUTION NO.  11-17
Resolution of the Musconetcong Sewerage Authority

Authorizing the Award of a Contract for Professional Services to

Najarian Associates as a Non-Fair and Open Contract

Pursuant to the Provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 or 20.5

Without Public Advertising as a Professional Service

WHEREAS, the Musconetcong Sewerage Authority (hereinafter “MSA”) requires Environmental Consulting Services regarding a Preliminary Draft Permit issued to MSA by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection which lists onerous conditions with respect to Phosphorous Concentrations in addition to other unsustainable conditions and with respect to effluent concentrations regarding copper, nitrate and TDS;; and 

WHEREAS, Najarian Associates have previously provided services to MSA including a calibrated and verified model for the Musconetcong River; and

WHEREAS, the latter study is quite involved and expensive to conduct; and

WHEREAS, Najarian Associates have previously provided professional services to MSA regarding the water quality of the Musconetcong River.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Commissioners of the Musconetcong Sewerage Authority that a Contract is hereby awarded to Najarian Associates as Special Environmental Consultant for the MSA to perform the following services: 

1. Critical review of the NJPDES permit conditions and formulation of a technical rebuttal document;

2. Review of Hopatcong Lake draft management plan to highlight salient features of the plan that have a direct impact on MSA’s permit conditions; 

3. Review, update, and expand both historic and current water quality data to challenge NJDEP’s listing of the Musconetcong River as impaired for total phosphorus, and formulate a basis to refute their classification and request the delisting of the River from their 303(d) list

4. Prepare to participate at one (1) plenary meeting with MSA representatives, professionals, and legal counsel at a non-adversarial public hearing; and 


WHEREAS, the costs of the services to be performed by Najarian Associates will be based on a time and material basis at a sum not to exceed Twenty-Two Thousand ($22,000.00) Dollars; and


WHEREAS, the Secretary/Treasurer of the MSA has certified that funds are available in the annual budget of the MSA.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Commissioners of the MSA that the Chairman is hereby authorized to enter into a Contract with Najarian Associates as described herein; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is engaged without competitive bidding as a professional service under the provisions of the Local Public Contract Law because the qualitative nature of these services will not reasonably permit the drawing of specifications; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the amount of this Contract shall not exceed Twenty-Two Thousand ($22,000.00) Dollars without further authorization from the Musconetcong Sewerage Authority; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that Steven Rattner as Chairman is authorized to execute the Contract in the form attached hereto; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MSA publish in the official newspaper of publication a legal advertisement advising of the award as required by N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5. 

            Motion was offered by Mr. Schwartz, seconded by Mr. Kunkel to adjourn and by the affirmative vote of members present, Chairman Rattner adjourned the meeting at 9:20 PM.



 



Respectfully Submitted:  

Martha Soccio 

Admin Asst




